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pulled up an idea that, for a platform, was the
simplest yet eventually the most winning slogan
he could possibly have conceived. This platform
or declaration was a protest, not against the Son
of Heaven, but against reverence to his throne.
If reverence to the throne could be overcome, then
the Son of Heaven was without a job, for his
patronage would be lost. It is unfortunate that
the space of this volume will not allow a full
explanation of what "reverence to the throne"
meant to the subjects of the Son of Heaven. I do
not think we have any equivalent of this senti-
ment in our combined Occidental history; for just
as Chinese custom made filial obedience the first
law of the family, so reverence to the throne was
recognized as the first law of the race. Hence,
when Sun first suggested, in the immunity of a
secret order, an attempt to overthrow the great
throne which Chinese custom had been taught to
reverence, Ms lodge-fellows all asked, "What sub-
stitute would you then have for the throne?"
Sun found it hard to give a satisfactory answer.
If he replied, "Beverence for the law alone," the
answer would be misunderstood. If he responded,
"The sovereignty of the people," they could not
understand because they did not know what the
"sovereignty of the people" was. In fact, Sun's
greatest difficulty consisted in knowing with just
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